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HERE have been in all 
2 8 Ages, and all Countries, 

2 2 Set of Mer, whole 
Temporal Intereſt lay in 
promoting certain Do- 
ctrines, which they a- 
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greed to call Religion; and as long as 
ſuch Men have Power in their Hands to 
get their profitable Opinions eſtabliſhed 
by Law, fo long there will be Tu Re- 
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ligions in the World: the Religion of 
Nations, and the Religion df private 

Men; the Religion of Faſhion, and the 
Religion of Truth; the Religion made 
by human Contrivance for the Sake of 
Power and Wealth, and the Religion 

revealed by God, and recognized by Rea- 

ſon, to lead us ro Happineſs here, and 
qualify us for the Fayour of the Supreme 
Being hereafter. 
| Between theſe Two Religious there 
will be eternal War: For the Men of 
the publick Religions, who are every 
where a very great Majority, will be ever 
miſrepreſenting, diſireſſing, and per ſe- 
cuting the Few who embrace Truth, and 
prattiſe Virtue, and fo ſtand in no need 
of the Doctrines which deſigning Men 
| have propagated for their own Sakes. 

N The Sect called Quabers hath been 
more abuſed by Prieſts of all Denomina- 
tions, than any other Religions SefF in 
the World; and the plain Reaſon is, be- 
cauſe no Man can get any thing by their 

Religion, but Tranquillity of Mind, ari- 
ſing from a Conformity to the Principles 
and Precepts of it. This hath been the 

U | EReaſon 
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Reaſon why not only the Clergy of the 


Church of England, but the Diſſenters 


of all Denominations, have fallen with 
ſo much Weight and Fury upon them. 
It was no great Wonder, indeed, that ſo 
much Rage ſhould be ſhewn againſt-ſuch 
an innocent People by the Bzgozs and 
Enthuſiaſts of Cromwell's Time; nor 
by the High- Church perſecuting Clerg y 
in Charles the Second's Reign: But 


now, Forty or Fifty Years after the Re- 


volution, when Liberty of Conſcience is 
eſtabliſhed, and the Nature of Neligiou 
enquired into, and underſtood, that there 
ſhould ariſe a Set of Men who are for 
reviving the old pzous Work of calling 


Names, Hereticks, Blaſphemers, and In- 


fidets, and crying out to the Civil Power 
for Reſtraints and wholeſome Severities, 
is ſomewhat aſtoniſhing. Cs 

Mr. Smith, a Country Clergyman, 
let on by a City Biſhop, began the late 
Unchriſtian Attack upon the Quabers. 
The Biſhop of L-— came into it, and 
charged them with monſtrous Tenets, 


in a Book dedicated to the King; and 


lately there is publiſhed 4 Defence of 
8 the 


the Biſhop of L——'s Charge OI" 
the Duakers, in which Book theſe T * 
are affirmed of them: 8 

That the Founders and Leaders of 
the Quaſbers were generally Deiſts : 
(for that's the Word no-; all Men are 
Deiſts who are againſt Eccleſiaſtical 
Power :) That they denied an Out- 
% r Chriſt; derogated from the Ne- 


ceſſity of Faith in him; and ſpoke 


contemptibly of his Satisfaction and 
«© Merits: That they allegoriged away 
the great diſtinguiſhing Facts of the 
wy Goſpel: and denied the Seriptures to 
e be the Rule of Faith. 

Theſe Things are affirmed; and a 
vaſt Number of @#otations are brought 
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from the Quabers Books to prove the 


Charge: All nothing to the Purpoſe. 
To the Charge itſelßſ, we ſhall ſpeak 

in ſuch a Manner as to convince every 
unprejudiced Man of the Injuſtice of it. 
That the Founders and Leaders of 
the Quakers, as Ceorge Fox and others, 
were Deiſts, is impoſſible to be believed 
by any Man, who is not made on pur- 
poſe t to believe every Thing but what's 
reaſonable : 
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1 
reaſonable : For ſome of theſe Founders 
were without Learning, and without 
Reading ; they had converſed only with 
the lower Sort of People. There were 
120 Deiſts then in the Kingdom; nor 
was the Name ſo much as known. It 
appears from all their Writings, they 
were ſo far from being Deiſts, that they 
were covered all over with Chriſtianity: 
Their whole Religion was borrowed from 
the Bible. They had not a Notion, a 
Phraſe, nor hardly a Word, but what 
was Scriptural; ſuch as Chriſt in them, 
Light, Spirit, &c. They would. nei- 
ther preach nor pray, nor ſpeak, nor 
look, nor areſs, nor eat, nor drink, but 
would come as near as poſſible to the 
 Patriarchs and Prophets, to Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles Example and Pre- 
cepts. 'Their Religion was not only 
Chriſtian, but their common or civil 
Life was alſo Chriſtian: They always 
firmly believed the Divine. Miſſion of 
| Jeſus Chriſt, and that He was ent of 
God to teach the Religion which is con- 
tained in the New Teſtament ; which is 
the ſole Fundamental in Chriſtianity : 
For 
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For St. John ſays, his Goſpel was wrote 
on purpole to make Men believe that 
One fole Fundamental Article of the 
Chriſtian Faith. They alſo as firmly be- 
tieve, that the Prophecies were fulfil- 
led, and the Miracles really wrought ; 
and that Chriſt died 6n the Croſs for our 
Sins, roſe from the Dead, and aſcended. 


into Heaven. So that it is impoſlible 


they ſhould hold any Doctrines incon- 
fiftent with the Fundamentals of Chri- 
ſtianity, (as the Title Page of the =— 
wickedly ſets forth) becauſe a Man is a 
compleat Chriſtian, who believes Jeſas 
Chriſt was ſeut of God to teach Virtue, 
and who practiſes the Virtue which 
Chriſt taught. The Charge of Deiſin 
againſt the Qualbers is, therefore, the 
moſt aufuſt a Man can be guilty of; 
is contrary to common Senſe; and the 
Falſbood of it is as evident as the Light 
of the Sun. 
But to go on: They are charged with 
denying an Outward Chriſt; derogating 
from the Neceſſity of Faith in him; 
and ſpeaking contemptibly of his Sal io. 
faction and Merits. 
To 


4 


To this we anſiver : That When he 
Ouakers firſt appeared among us, which 
was about the Year 1649, this King- 
dom was in the greateft Confuſion about 
Religion; and the particular Encous 
ragement given to the moſt fanatical 
aud enthuſiaſtical Opinions, on purpoſe 
to run down Epiſcopacy and Presby- 
tery, had formed various wild Sef7s 
and Diviſions. But that particular Spe- 
ries of Chriſtianity which was then fa- 
ſhionable, and taught in almoſt all Pul- 
pits, was Calviniſm; or rather, Calvi- 
uin run mad; in which the J/hole of 
our Salvation was placed on the Merits 
and Satisfaction of Jeſus Chriſt: And 
this was carried to that Pitch of Extra- 
KF Vagance, as to. make Good IWWorks no 
8 Cauſe or Condition of our Juſtification 


6 | in the Sight of God. Nay, Dr. Criſp 
bi | and other Antinomians aſſerted in Print, 
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WoW © That David's repenting of his Sins, 
ol lying with Bathſheba, and mur- 
dering Uriah, was through want of 
being acquainted with the Covenant 


3 F Grace : For had he known the 


ec 


Nature of that Covenant, he would 
85 B have 


» 
Dre eee 488 —— WET 
| . | YO . : 4 en 4 ares 


[20 1 | 
„ haye known, that Chriſt HAD REPEN- 
*© TED FOR KIM.” To ſuch a Height of 
Madneſs was the Doctrine of an Out- 
ward Chriſt carried, that the firſt Qua- 
tere, who were /þiritual Reformers, 
and had no other Deſign than to bring 
Men to real Holineſs, ſet themſelves 
with all their Might to demoliſh this 
ent ichriſtian Fabrick, which, more ſure | 
than Popery itſelf, abſolutely /abverted | 


the very De ſigu of Chriſt's coming into 3 


the World; ſo that, if in their great 


Zeal to reform Mens Morals they let 
fall come Expreſſions, which, taken //2g/y, 


and without the Connet7ion, ſeem: to 
look with ſome diſreſpect on Chriſt's 7? 


Outward Appearance, and his Merits 8 
and Saticfaction, ( which, as they have 
always declared, was far from their In- 
tention) all wife Men will forgive them, 


well knowing that they conld mean no- 


thing elſe, than that neither Faith in an 


Outward Chriſt, nor all his Merits and 


Satisfattion, would ſignify any thing 


towards our Salvation; unleſs we hear- 


| kened to the Inſtructions of the Spirit 5 


of God within us, left off our Sins of 
every 


* 


every kind, and practiſed univerſal Vir- 
tue. This, and this only, can be their 
Meaning: And when they {ſpeak in a 


ua- BR ſeeming Derogation of thoſe Things done 
IS, without us, and for us, they do not 


ſpeak of them as abſolutely /e/e/5 in 
XJ themſelves; but as abſolutely uſeleſs to 
u, without the ſpiritual Effects of them 
on our Minds, and in our Lives. And is 
not this the ſame Doctrine, which, in 
cooler and more guarded Words, hath 
been preached by all the celebrated Di- 
vines of the Church of England ever 
ſince that Syſtem of John Calvin, worſe 
rhan the worſt Part of Pagaui ſin, hath 
been out of Faſhion ? 

I F i appeal to all in partial Men for his | 
= Truth of this; who will very cafily 
make Allowances for the warm Expreſ- 
ions of the Founders of Sects, when 
| 3 they conſider, that no Sechs nor Refor- 
4 mation were ever begun, and ſucceſ3- 
FT carried 01, without a large Share 
; of what ſome Men call Enthuſiaſm, and 
others, the Spirit of God. 

The next Charge againſt the Quakers 
is, TR they allegorized away the great 
B 2 diſtin» 
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b diſtinguiſhing Fachs of the Golpel, and 


ſo agree with Mr. Woolſton. 

This is abſolutely falſe. That they 
allegorized the Bible, is true; and ſo 
did the Fathers; almoſt all Chriſtians of | 
the firſt Ages; and ſome of the beſt | 
lf Chriſtians in every Age: But there is a 
ths _ vaſt Difference between Allegorizing 
(ul and Allegorixing away. Mr. Flavell, a 
famous Independent Miniſter, wrote a 
= very pious Book called Husbandry Spi- 
14 ritualzzed : But does it follow, that be- F 
4 cauſe he allegorized, or ſpiritualized 
[4 Husbandry, therefore he denied there 
= was any fuch thing as Husbandry, or ⁵ 
=: allegorized Husbandry away ! 

[4 That the Quabers agree with Mr. 
"ig Woolſton, is as filſe. There is no Agree- 
ji ment between them: For Mr. Woolſton © 
ht allegorizes away; and the ©wuakers 
only allegorize. They are of St. Paul's WF 
Opinion, who ſays, WHICH FHINGS are 
an Allegory; but Mr. J/oolſion is the 
very Reverſe of St. Paul: for he ſays, 
The Allegory IS THE THING, and ALL is 
NOTHING BUT ALLEGORY: And yet the 
Defender of the Biſhop hath put Quo- 


tations 
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rations from Mr. golſton, and from the 


Qualers, againſt each other, as Paral 
lels, when there is no Parallel at all. 
The firſt Quotation from Mr. Moolſton 


is this: Many of the Miracles of Je- 


«« ſus, as recorded by the Evangeliſts, 
either in the Whole or in Part, werE 
„% NEVER WROUGHT ; but are only rela- 
« ted as Prophetical and Parabolical 
** Narratives.” Now, let the Defender 
bring any Parallel to This among the 
Quakers, and I'll give up his Cauſe, 
and own they ALLEGORIZED AWAY Zhe 
diſtinguiſhing Fafts of the Goſpel. Mr. 
Moolſton ſays, Many of the Miracles 


' WERE NEVER WROUGHT : None of their 


Quotations from the Quabters come up 
to any ſuch Thing; therefore it was a 
flagrant Piece of Iußuſtice to charge them 
as agreeing with Mr. Woolſton, when 
they ESSENTIALLY diſagree. The ſame 
may be faid of all their other Quota- 
tions: There is not One of them, no, 
not the /{rongeſ? and fulleſt, that proves 
what they are brought to prove; which 
ſnews that the Vi ſdom of the Defender 
Was equal to his Honeſty. 
The 


1 


Fx 

The laſt Charge againſt the Quakers 
is, That they deny the Holy Seriptures 
to be the Rule of "Faith. This is equally 
falſe with the reſt: For all that follows 
from the many Quotations which the 


Defender hath produced is, Thar the 


Scriptures cannot be underſtood, neither 
their Authority nor Meaning, without 
the Hirit of God. By that Spirit they 
mult be fried; and therefore to that 
Spirit they muſt be /abzec?. And St. 
Paul ſays the ſame thing, Try the Spi- 
rits; that is, the Pretenders to the 
Spirit, whether they be of God. Now, 
there was no Way to zry thoſe who 
pretenaed to the Spirit, but by what 
the Quakers call the Spirit of God in 
them, and what I call the Reaſon of our 
Minds: And if the Spirit, at that 
Time, or Reaſon, was allowed to try 
Pretenders to the Spirit, it holds much 
more ſtrongly, that the ſame Spirit, or 
Reaſon, muſt try all Books which pre- 


Zend to be given forth by the Sirit. 


By this Spirit or Reaſon muſt the Bible 
be tried, and ſo become a Rule, or not 
42 Rt! e, Juſt as it appears agreeable or 


di ſagree- 


r rn 


h 8 
| diſagrecable to the inward eternal Prin- 
eiple of divine Light, by which al! 
Doctrine, Opinions, and Books in the 
World, muſt be tried. | 

This is a moſt rational Scheme, which 
will guard us againſt Enthuſiaſm and 
Impoſture; and is the plain Meaning of 
the Buakers, and nothing elſe. 

Thus have we impartially conſidered 
the Four great Charges againſt the Qua- 
kers in the Biſhop's Defence; and thall 
leave what we have ſaid to the Judg- 
ment of every Man, who hath read the 
Defender's Quotations from the * 
ters Books. 
There are a few other Ti bings which 
ought to be taken notice of 

The Biſhop's Defender is very angry 
with a certain Gentleman among the 
Quakers, becauſe he went to Court to 
thew the Iajuſtice of the Biſhops Charge, 
Without firſt acquainting the Biſhop with 
it; and ſays, Had not ill Manners 
been incorporated with their Reli. 
gion, that Gentleman would have 
** waited on the Biſhop before he went 
to Court.“ But this Remark .ſhews 

nothing 


— 2 — * 

——— — wr —v— — os 
8 n OF 

n k , — „ 


- 
PO EE 
» A + 


_— * am — 
— 696 
r - — 
„ en — — - 4 — - 
— 25 A pep. oh y —— = 


For 


22 — _ 
> * nei — — —— ——— — xc 
«„ Were ˙·.2 re oy „ e Rn; „ 


[ 16 
nothing but the Vanity of the Defen- 
der; and that he thought more of the 


Biſhop's Title, than of his Chriſtian 


Humility : For it could be no Breach 
of Good Manners in the Gentleman ; 
(who is known never to be wanting in 
due Reſpect to all Men ) becauſe there 


was 20 Reaſon why he ſhould go to the 
Biſhop before he went to Court, ſecing 


the Biſhop had printed his Charge a- 


gainſt the Qua bers, with his Name to 


it, AND DEDICATED IT TO THE KING. 
But, however, that Gentleman did, thro” 
an Exceſs of Civility, endeayour to find 
the Biſhop firſt, on purpoſe to let him 


| know: his Intention: But his Lordſhip 


was, Where he ſhould be, at his Dio- 
ceſe; and this Fact the Biſhop knew 


long before hs Defente was publiſhed. 


Another Thing worth remarking upon 
is, The mean Arts of theſe ſpiritual 
Gentlemen, to render all Men, who dif- 
fer from them in Opinion, odious, by 


raking into private Life, and taking 


notice of Clubs of Citizens. This De- 


fender hopes, that the @uakers warning 


of their People, in their yearly Epi- 
ſtles. 
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ſtles, againſt the Principles of Mr. Wool- 
ſton, will hinder ſome Perſons of Figure 
in that Sect, from frequent ing the well- 
known CLus or DEIsTrs: But I, who 
know that Club better than the Defen- 
der, (though the Defender be the Biſhop 
himſelf) know, that ſome of the reputed 
Duakers who frequent that Club, are 
not Quakers: They were bred ſo in- 
deed; and thar's all. But ſuppoſe they 
were real Qualers; where is the Crime, 
or the Indecency, in frequenting a Club 
of Men of different Sentiments ? J 
couldz tell the Biſhop's Informer of ſe- 
veral other Clubs, where Churchmen 
and Diſſenters, Orthodox and Hereticks, 
Chriſtians and Deiſts, Believers and Un- 
believers, Free- thinkers, Half-thinkers, 
and No-thinkers, all moſt Chriſtianly 
meet together ; and, notwithſtanding 
Difference of Sentiments, love one ano- 
ther heartily. This is the only Way 
to work off their Prejudices againſt each 
other: And if it don't make them nomi- 
nal, it will make them rea! Chriſtians ; 
and that's as well. But what would 

theſe narrow-ſould Bigots do, had they 
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Power equal to their Wiſhes, when they 
won't permit Men of different Senti- 
ments to meet together, without: Re- 


| 11 proach and Scandal ! forgetting, at the 
mw lame time, the real Scandal of their 


4 _ . own Clubs, by low, lewd, and immo- 
gs. ral Converſation. The Gentlemen of F 
11 this Club know, that theſe nix'd Meet- 
1401 inge is the beſt Way of finding out 
158 Truth ; and they allo know, that as. 
God diſtinguiſhes all Men by their Ac- 
tions, fo they ought to place the Whole 
1 of Religion in /oczat. Virtue, and pay 
0 no regard at all to Opinions. And they 
1 do their Duty: For they neither like a 
11 Man the better or the worſe for azy 
1 Opinions, which do not naturally relate 
fs to Morals. So that theſe ſpiritual In- 
Pip quiſitors may go on, employ Spies, and 
ſeek out who the Author of this Diſ- 
courſe is; but he'll ſave them the Trou- 
ble: For he now, by theſe Preſents, 
declares, that he knows himſelf to be of 
TE TRUE RELIGION and is, THEREFORE, 
of no viſchle Church, Seff, or Party 
in the World; and is, alſo, for that 
MReaſon, more capable of judging impar- 
tally 
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tially between the ſeveral ee Sects 


in the Kingdom. 

But, before we conclude, we ought 
not to forget the Teſtimony of Pick- 
worth of Lyn, in Norfolk, relating to 
Mr. Pen's and Mr. Claridge's departing, 


in the Cloſe of their Lives, from Qua- 
leriſin- And we have this to ſay, that 
Pickworth is an Apoſtate from Duaker- 


im; an Enemy, a mortal Enemy; a 
Church Bigot; an Eccleſiaſtical Tool; 


capable of Believing that . Pen was, 


by the Hand of God, ſtruck with Lu— 
nacy, becauſe he did not renounce. Qua- 


keriſm; all this Folly and Bigotry ap- 


pear in his own Teſtimony. And we 


have this to add, that Part of his Teſti- 


mony is known to be falſe, particularly 
That which relates to Clutton an Apo- 
thecary in Holboru; who ſolemnly af. 
firms, that what Pickworth ſays con- 


cerning his ſopping Mr. Claridge in his 


Preaching, and pulling him by the Sleeve, 
Sc. at a Friend's Burial, is abſolutely 
falſe; and ſo is another Part of the Re- 


lation known to be. Now, if this Fel- 
low, Pick worth, is capable of publiſhing 
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and ſetting his Name to one or two Fal/e- 
hoods, the Whole may be falſe, which 
the Quakers will ſhortly make appear. 
The Quotations. which are brought 
from ſome of the firſt Quakers, toſhew MK 
them Enemies to Civil Government, ſig- 
nify nothing but the Malice of the Bi- 
ſhop's Defender ; particularly, what is 
ſaid by G. Fox againſt a Houſe of Lords, 
was only againſt Cromwell's Houſe of 
Lords; and what was ſaid by another 
Quaber, againſt a Government by a ſingle 
Perſon, was laid, when there was #0 
ſuch Government in the Kingdom. And 
how many orthodox Men, of all Deno- 
minations, ſwore to be true to that Go- 
verument, without King or Houſe of 
—_ -- - Lords, every Body knows; and that 
10 Biſhop Sanderſon, a moſt orthodox Church- 
. man, wrote for the Duty of ſuch Sub- 
miſſion. And yet theſe Expreſſions, which 
were only occaſional, and related to thoſe 
Times, are made flanding Sentiments 
of the Puakers about Civil Government. 
Such is the Juſtice of theſe Men! 
To conclude: What is ſaid by the 
Biſhop's Defender, about high and low 
Quakers, 
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Quakers; is a Diſtinction ridiculous and 
abſurd, and more properly belongs to 

Gentlemen of another Profeſſion and 
Order. «The firſt Quakers and laſt do 
not differ at all, but i» their Manner 
of Expreſſion. Their Doctrine ever was, 
and zs, That God hath given to all Men 
in the World ſufficient Light to under- 


ſtand, and ſufficient Powers to perform, 


their Duty ; and that they ſhall be ac- 
countable to God only for that Mea- 
ſure of Light, and thoſe Degrees of 
Power, which He hath given them: 
Bur, at the ſame time, they piouſly thank 
God, and adore his //:/dom and Good- 
neſt, in giving of us the Holy Scrip- 


fares, which, in their Opinion, contain 


clearer outward Means of underſtand- 


ing our Faith-and Duty, and afford us 
ſtrouger Motzves to perform it: And 
they are fully perſuaded, that God will 
require of us higher Degrees of Virtue, 
in proportion to the greater Means He 
hath given us of practiſing it. 

Theſe are their Opinions; and we 


wiſh for the Peace of the World, and 


for the Sake of Truth, Virtue, 2 Hu- 
manity, 


F ˙ . 1 — A 


* 1 

manity, that all Chriſtians in the World 
EE were of the ſame Opinions, and would 
eendeavour to live according to them. 


Thus have we made a true and gene- 
ral Defence of the Quakers; which is 
not, as theſe Church- Authors lay, a 
Aſt Deiſt's playing Qualeri ſin againſt Chri- 
bt! ſtranity, but a Proteſint's oppoſing 
n Duakeriſm to Eccleſiaſtical Craft and 
Tyranny. | | | Z 
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Doctor HENRY MORE's 
Opinion of the Quakers, 


6 * 


with Remarks. 


HE Biſhop of L—4, in his late 
1 Controveiſy with the Quakers, 
having laid great Streſs on the Autho- 
rity of Dr. Henry More, one of the 


| moſt learned and pious Men of the laſt 


Age; and quoted ſome of his Writings 


to proye, that the Quakers ſprung from | 


the Familiſts, and held the ſame i 
Opinions as H. Nicholas, David George, 
and other Enthuſiaſts, who /eem'd to 
deny an external Chriſt, and allegorize 


away the Letter of the Scripture; we 
think it highly neceſſary to inform the 


Publick, that Dr. More, long before he 
died, had changed his Opinion of the 
Quakers, from a more ſtri&? Examina- 


tion of their Books, and converſing with 


G. Keith and W. Pen, occaſioned by 
Lady Conway's well-known and fayour- 


able Opinion of that Sect. For 


* 


[24 ] 

For a Proof of this, we refer to the 
Life of Dr. More, publiſhed by the re- 
verend Mr. Ward, about' twenty Years 
ago; in which are ſeveral original Let- 
ters of the Doctor's, particularly one to 
FF. Pen, where he tells him, Thar 
he had carefully peruſed ſome of the 
++ Quakers Books, and met with ſeveral 
excellent Paſſages in them, that were 
very expreſſive of a vigorous Re ſent- 
ment and Experience of what apper- 
** tains to a holy Life: And that he ex- 
ceedingly rejoiced to find, that the 
Quakers had emerged from the low 
Beginning of an hopeleſs and heartleſs 
Familiſm; and that they did heartzly 
believe the Hiſtory of the Goſpel in 
* the literal Senſe thereof; that they 
were free from the moſt and chiefeſt 
& Errors of Familiſm. And then, he 
adds, As far as I can judge, the MA 
** DirrxgreNceE between you and your 
* Adverfaries is, about Bapriſm and the 
i Lord's Supper. Here 

* The Doctor cculd not find a Word ſtrong enough 
in our Language, to expreſs the lively Senſe that 
tie Quakers had of the Holy Seriptures and a virtuous 


Life; therefore he borrows the French Word Reſſen- 
trment, which ſignifies a deep convincing Senſe. 


[#] 
Here, then, the Doctor manife tl 
acquits the Quakers of what he laid to 


their Charge in the Writings which he 


publiſhed in the former Part of his Life ; 
when the Doctrine of the Quakers was 
new to the World, and before he had 
examined and underſtbod their Princi- 


ples. And this Book of Dr. More's Life 


being very well known, and very mtich 
valued by the Clergy, tis highly pro- 
bable that the Biſhop hath read it: And 
if he has, how he will be able to juſtify 
it to his Conſcience, to publiſh Dr. 
More's Opinion of the Quakers, when 
he had publickly recanted that Opinion. 
we leave him to conſider. 

From ſeveral Paſſages in Dr. More's 


Letters, it plainly appears, that he had 


the /ame Notion with the Quakers con- 
cerning that inward eternal Principle 
of Divine Light, which ſo emmently 
diſtinguiſpes the Quakers from all other 
Chriſtian Sects; and that he was himſelf 
really and eſſentially a Quaker. 

Hear the holy Man ſpeak, in a Letter 
to the reverend Dr. F. D. I muſt 
5 — you, ſays he, that you have 
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[ 26 | 
ſuch an Overvalue for my Perſon, -as 
an Inſtructor in theſe Things, when, 
if all Men would faithfully and ſin- 
cerely follow their truſty domeſtick 
Guide within, they would find a more 
compendious Way to that Happineſs 
they ought to ſeek after, which is, 
their Union with God, and the living 


under the Conduct of his Holy Spirit. 


— He would often ſpeak what a 


Monitor we have within us; and 


mward Guide, and deal uprightly in 
the holy Covenant, thou wilt want 
no Monitor; thy Way will be made 
ſo plain before thee, that thou ffialt 
not err, nor ſtumble, but arrive, at 
laſt, to the deſired Scope of all chy | 
Travails and Endeavours, to a firm 
Peace, and unfailing Righteouſneſs, 
and malt be filled with all the Fulneſs 
of God: And he calls this Monitor, 


or ſecret Suggeſiton, a Tranſcript of 


the arvine Will, as well as the very 
written Law itſelf.—.— Again: It is 
the modeſt Conceit you have of your 
(elf, which makes you to deſire ne to 
n ſuggeſt 
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Sr 
n, KR * ſuggeſt any thing to you: for a Soul, 
n- = <© fo well awakered into the Senſe of 
„ KR < the beſt Things, can ſcarce want any 
re external Director or Monitor: The 
"2 MS Onakers Principle is the moſt ſafe 
is, | „and ſeaſonable here, To kEETH CLOSE 


gs | © TO THE LIGHT WITHIN A MAN. — 
116. There are really #wo Principles of 


2 ⁵ <« Life in the truly Regenerate; the 
ad Spirit of God, and the Spirit of the 
ne © World ——— The Regenerate have 
in | „ faſted of the Sweetneſs of that divine 
nt Principle; and are drawn by a di- 
de vine Power working in them, to 
alt < breathe after God and his everlaſting 
at RE < Righteouſneſs, with Groanmngs unut- 
= *© zeravle, as the Scripture ſpeaks: And 
m this Operation is really and truly of 

= < God. The carnally-minded are 
afraid to acknowledge any ſuch 504 
* Inmate, as the Spirit of God; but 
_ « do willingly fancy the Suggeſtion and 
** Reproofs of that good Spirit, to be 
their own Nature; that they may 
the more boldly affront it, or turn 

4 their Backs upon it. Again; he 
ſk calls the ſaving Knowledge of the 

N „ « Lord 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Knowledge of 
Chriſt in us: that is, of his Power, 


Life, and Spirit in us.— The divine 
Seed alone, he ſays, is that which is 


acceptable to God; and the ſole invin- 


cible Baſis of all true Religion. 
Again: Inward Regeneration, by the 
Operation of the Hirit into the li- 


PRIVILEGE than to be guided by the 
external Perſon and 2 voice of Chriſt 


among ns, ſounding i in aur Ears.” -- 


(Pray nd thar, a GREATER PRIVILEGE.) 
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© Laſtly, ſays the Doctor, the Cauſè of 


all the Wickedneſs in the Chriſtian 
World, is the great Buſtle about an 
EXTERNAL RELIGION, and the Ne- 
glect of the Inward Life, and Spirit 
of Chriſtianity. ” 


No Man will wonder, that the Doctor 


hath thus delivered the very Jentaments 
of the Quakers in their own Language, 


when he knows there is a Preface of 
his. deſigned for Lady Conway's Works, 


wrote in the yery vet and d Charatter 


57 Onaker 


From 
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From all theſe Quotatious, ( Hun- 


dreds more of which equally ſtrong 


might be produced) it follows, that Dr. 
More, in direct Oppoſition to the Bi- 
ſhop's Aſſertion, ab/0lutely acquitted the 


| Quakers of Familiſin; or, denying the 


Letter of Scripture. - Secondly, that he 
thought them ſound Chriſtians in all 
Things, but Baptiſm and the Supper ; 
which Two Cuſtoms or Uſages of the 
Firſt Chriſtians, they do not deny, were 
practiſed occaſionally; but explain in a 

Senſe different from other Chriſtians. 
And, Thirdly, it follows, that the Do- 
ctor's Notion of the [Inward eternal. 
Principle of Divine Light, was the ſame 
with the Quakers; or, in other Words, 


the ſame ſupernatural Principle which, 
through the whole Bible, is aſſerted as 


abſolutely neceſſary to underſtand and 
obey the Will of God. 


This ſupernatural Principle, the New 


Teſtament acknowledges, as given to a// 


Men in the World: ſo that the Quakers 
in Zhzs, as well as in their other Do- 
Grines and Church-Diſcipline, ſeem to 
come the aeareſt of any Chriſtian Sect, 

to 


rn 


* WRT 4? N N >" 5M TRY 1 " 3 % 


fo _ —_— << ww £ - 
— — 4 — wad 
_— 22 z 2 8 9 — 
* Com 8 KEY ww — — 4 ” 
Py 4 c . 8 TE, 
** 1 . 


$50 os 
— 
VE 9 
— — 


. — PA ——_—_—— 
[OS " 1 — 
0 — - 
27 — * 2 > 
e 22 N = 
— 
* 


— 43 — — 


—— — — 
r 


—— 
fy ad 
> A — 
rr 


22 
— at 
nn = —_ 

—_— '7- a2 


wo — 


— 4 


—— * 
8888 -—— 
— „ * * 
. ws ” — —— mo 
— uy —— 2 — re Loy — a 
— —— 7 


i 
! 
1 
's 


'* 
- 
'F 
ti 
& Bt 
J " 
i 
Wn. 
13 
1 
Wo 111004 
1 
ball 
11 
5 
* 


r 
. 


[39 | 


to true, original, primitive Chriſtia- 


nity; that is, to Bible- Chriſtianity, 


though not to Church - Chriſtianity : 
They do not, with modern Chriſtians, 
on purpole to ſupport a human Syſtem of 
Religion, EXPLAIN AWAY the Spirit of 
God, by ſetting up Diſltiuctians between 
the Hpirit in the Apoſtles, and the Spi- 
rit in good Men at all Times; between 
Inſpiration, and Illumination; extra- 
ordinary Aſſiſtances of the Spirit, and 
common Aſſiſtances: Diſtinctions, which 
have no Foundation in the Bible e or in 
Nea ſon. 


By this Principle, the Quakers are 


allo eſſentialiy diſtinguiſhed from Deiſts, 


as well as from modern Chriſtians: for 
there never was a Deiſt in the World 
yet, who acknowledged that God /u- 


pernaturally wrought upon the Mind of 


Man; and the mew faſhionable Divi- 
nity, and modern Way of explaining 
the Bible, lays aſide the Neceſſity of it, 
and places all upon the Letter of the 
Scripture and our rational F aculties. In 
Truth, MopERN Chriſtianity is little 
more than Derſm chriſined; or, the Ne- 
[19108 


. 


 ligion of Nature, under a Chriſtian 


Name: For even this very Bp. who 
writes ſo angry for Chriſtianity, as to 


charge the beſt Chriſtians with Dei ſin, 


has, in his Anſwer to Mr. Arſcott, ex- 


plain'd thoſe Phraſes of Chriſt in us, &c. 
in ſuch a Manner, as to leave no C hriſt 
at all within us, nor Spirit of Chriſt : 
And ſo his Lordſhip is even with the 
Quakers; and hath done with their In- 
ternal Religion, what he complains they 
have done with his External. 

Upon the Whole it appears, that the 
Quakers are the furtheſt from Dei ſin, 
and the neareſt to original Chriſtianity, 
of any Chriſtian Set; and we may 
juſtly add, that if the 8 of God 


had not raiſed them up, we ſhould have 


no living Tranſcript of the pure, pri- 
mitive, Chriſtian Religion left in the 
World. They are, therefore, as a Light 
ſhining in a dark Place, to which all 
Perſons, who have becn taught ro place 


Religion in performing external Rites 
and Ceremonies, and believing. abſurd 


and uſeleſs Opinions, would do well to 


turn their Eyes. 
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* Falſhoods 
will declare, that they never ſaw any 


Signs of Diſtraction in h 
heard him drop one Word that ſhew'd 


the leaſt Diſlite to thoſe Principles 
8 


undoubted Veracity, who were 


which he ſo rel 
ple, and ſo z« 
his Adverſaries. 
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